When the main act in the drama of parturition has been accomplished, and another denizen of earth emerged into the circumambient atmosphere, the duty of the accoucheur is to sever the connection with the intrauterine nutrient and respiratory apparatus by cutting the umbilical cord. This done, the neonatum is consigned into the hands of the attendant matron, who proceeds to wash, dry, and dress her charge, who, in satisfactory cases, acknowledges her cares by bawling lustily. It 
ambient atmosphere, the duty of the accoucheur is to sever the connection with the intrauterine nutrient and respiratory apparatus by cutting the umbilical cord. This done, the neonatum is consigned into the hands of the attendant matron, who proceeds to wash, dry, and dress her charge, who, in satisfactory cases, acknowledges her cares by bawling lustily. It It has been sometimes suspected that laziness has a great deal to do with the popularity of the present fashion of cephalic nudity, the mothers of the period being averse to the trouble of providing and arranging the caps. Some do not hesitate to ascribe it to the influence of the tone of egotism, sybaritish self-coddling, the overweening love of ease and pleasure which spread over Europe contemporaneous with, and probably originating in, the policy of the second French Empire; coinciding with the microscopic bonnets and tawdry textile profusion of female vestiary so conspicuous when Parisian fashion reigned supreme. There is no doubt but that, since the collapse of the Imperial regime, a more sensible and becoming style of female attire has prevailed, but the poor babies are still " left out in the cold."
